CLAIMS 



^paratus for the user-defined configurin g of 
applications on a data-processing system by means of a 
token, x^omprising the following components: 

a) a token ^comprising a non-volatile memory for storing at 
least one unique identifying attribute, for calling up at least one 
software comprising at\least one of applications and software 
components to form appl\cations, a volatile memory and a 
microprocessor for processing Hata; 

b) an apparatus for establishing communications between the 
token and a data-processing device; \nd 

c) a data-processing device comprising at least one software 
comprising at least one of applications and software components to 
form an application, a register for registering the at least one 
software which are available on the data-processing device, and an 
agent for establishing communications between the\j:oken and the at 
least one software, 


Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein^fefte token is a 
chip card. 

Apparatus according to ydlaim 1, wherein the token is a 
portable data-processing device. 
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Apparatus according to claim 3, .wherein the portable 
data-processing device can take the form of at least one 
of a finger ring, an electrical plug, and a connector. 

Apparatus according to claim 1, /wherein the at least one 


identifying attribute allows thg at least one software to 
be uniquely allocated to it. 


6. Apparatus according to claim/ 5, wherein the identifying 
attribute includes address information for locating the 
> software. 


*7 


)paratus according to dlaim 6, wherein the address 
information is shown in the form of a GUID and is stored 
in a file in the^Qn- volatile memory of the chip card. 


Apparatus according to claimXL wherein the address 
information is shown in/ the form of aNQUID and is stored 
in a file in the non- \/olatile memory of the^ship card. 


Apparatus according t/o claim 1, wherein the register is 
implemented in the form of at least one of a file, table 
and database on the d'ata-processing device. 
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10. Apparatus according to claim 1, Wherein the apparatus for 
establishing communication is implemented as at least one 
of a contactless-card reader ank a contact-card reader. 


11. Apparatu n nrrorrh'ng — to — CTaim J i, wherein the agent is' 
installed on the card reader, 


12. Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the agent is 
\ installed on the data-processing device. 

13. Apparatus according to clfim 1, wherein the agent is a 
program. 


14 . ""Apparatus according to /claim 13, wherein the program 
perf ornte^the following functions: 

a) determining the carp technology; 

b) providing ^a^d^iver associated with the card 
technology; 

reading the address information on the card; 
determining by /reference Nto the address information 
whether the software is preseftt on the data-processing 
device; and 

e) establishing communications with at\least one of a 
plurality of rerfiote data-processing deviceK on which the 
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software components are store d and downloading the la tter 
to the data-processing /device. 


Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the communication 
between token and agent trices place using the protocol 
for the particular token. 

Apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the communication 
between chip card and ajgent takes place by means of 
APDU' s . 


Meti^od 
data-pf 
the steps : 


for configuring applications on a user 

y means of a token, comprising 


ing device 


establishing\ a / communications connection 
between the to£^n jand the user data- processing 
device; 


b) reading the identifying data stored on the 
token to enable an agent \o build and start a 
given application; 


c) determining whether software comprising at 
least one of an application anck software 
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components to form applications is available at 
£h^ user data-processing device by means of the 
identifying data; and 


loading the softwa^e^components to allow the 
allocated application to Be^ built and started 
when not available at the user Oata-processing 
device, 



Method according to claim 17, wherein the token is a chip 
card. 

Method according to clairjaf 18, wherein the communications 
connection between th£ chip card and data-processing 
device is obtained v/a a card reader, 


20, 


* 21 


ithod according to claim 17, wherein the agent is 
installed\on one of the card reader and on the 
data-processing d£^4ce, 

Method according to claim 17 fifcs^her comprising storing 
the identifying data in a file in the ^tsq-volatile memory 
of the chip card. 
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22. Method according to claim 21 wherein said storing is 
conducted when the chip card is personalised. 


23. \jtfethod according to claim 21 wherein said storing is 

conducted at the time of the first log-on to use an 
application. 

24. Method according to claim 17, wherein said establishing 
communications comprises the steps of: 



a) determining of the chip card technology by the 
agent; and 

b) loading by th)a agent of the requisite driver 
software to allo^ communications with the chip 
card. 


25. Method according to claim \4, wherein the driver software 
is part of the agent. 


26. Method according to claim 24, whVrein the driver software 
is stored separately from the ag&nt on whatever is the 
storage medium of the user data- processing device and is 
started by the agent. 
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27. \Method according to claim 16, wherein said determining 
emprises the following further steps: 


comparing the identifying data stored in the 
user data processing device to the identifying 
dat\ transmitted by the chip card; 

inserting identifying data to identify a 
software Comprising at least one of application 
and software components when an application is 
being storec\ on the user data- processing 
device; and 

loading the software components and starting of 
the allocated application, by the agent, when 
the sets of identifying data match. 


28. Method according to claim 2\, further comprising the 
steps of: 


establishing a connection \ to a second 
data-processing device by the a&ent by means of 
the identifying data when the identifying data 
do not match; 
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transferring the application found by means of 
tlte^ identifying data to the user data- 
processing^3e§£em; and 



adding the identifying data to the applications 
installed on the user data-processing device. 


Method according to claim 28, wherein the identifying 
:a includes address information in the form of a GUID. 



Method according to claim 28 wherein the identifying 
includes address information in the form of a URL* 


AVprogram storage device readable by machine, tangibly 
embodyrr^Q a program of instructions executable by the 
machine to ^^er form method steps for configuring 
applications on a usfe*: data-processing device by means of 
a token, said method compriM^ig the steps of: 

a) establishing a communications ^^connection 
between the token and the user data- procb^sing 
device; 
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c) 


reading the identifying data stored on the 
token to enable an agent to build and start a 
iven application; 



determifHng whether software comprising at 
least one \pf an application and software 
components to fb^m applications is available at 
the user data-proces«ing device by means of the 
identifying data; and 


d) loading the software component^ to allow the 
10 allocated application to be built\and started 

when not available at the user data-plsQcessmg 
device. 
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